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Project GLAD® is one of a number of instructional approaches that combine the teaching of grade-level content (such as science) and the building of academic language.  We conducted an independent research study to determine its impact on fifth-grade students’ vocabulary, reading comprehension, essay writing, and science.  

We found that after one year of implementation, ELLs  in Project GLAD classrooms performed better in vocabulary, reading comprehension and two aspects of their essay writing (ideas and organization), compared to ELLs in control classrooms.  We did not find meaningful differences in science, however.  NonELLs in the Project GLAD and control classrooms generally performed similarly, suggesting that Project GLAD benefits ELLs while not holding back their nonELL peers.  

One important thing to remember is that for students who start off at a lower level, as the ELLs in our study did, we need a bigger impact (larger effect size) to move them up to the level of their English proficient peers.  The size of the impact for Project GLAD, though it compares well to other approaches, is by itself not large enough.  We must think about combining it with other things inside and outside the classroom that we know make a difference.

How should we be thinking about the professional development we provide?
There are three areas we should be thinking about:

· In our PD, are we providing teachers with the content they need to be effective in the classroom?
· Are we providing the other school supports that allow students to be successful?
· Are we attending to the factors that promote implementation of what teachers are learning?
	Does our PD prepare teachers to provide/support:
	Yes
	No

	  Multiple representations of concepts
	
	

	  Structured interactions with academic focus
	
	

	  Use of primary language
	
	

	  Focus on academically useful words
	
	

	  Powerful science instruction
	
	


	Does PD support or work with
	Yes
	No

	  Positive culture and climate
	
	

	  Connection to families
	
	

	  Assessment and data use
	
	

	  Interventions
	
	

	  Social and emotional supports
	
	


	Are we facilitating implementation by
	Yes
	No

	  Making PD an on-going experience
	
	

	  Allowing/encouraging collective participation
	
	

	  Providing explicit protocols for team work
	
	

	  Focusing on solutions, not activities
	
	

	  Ensuring coherence
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